Turning the Key: Unlocking Library Support Through the Syllabus by Jallas, Mallory & Rand, Allison
Illinois State University 
ISU ReD: Research and eData 
Faculty and Staff Publications – Milner Library Milner Library 
5-21-2021 
Turning the Key: Unlocking Library Support Through the Syllabus 
Mallory Jallas 
Illinois State University, mrjalla@ilstu.edu 
Allison Rand 
Illinois State University, arrand@ilstu.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/fpml 
 Part of the Library and Information Science Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Jallas, Mallory and Rand, Allison, "Turning the Key: Unlocking Library Support Through the Syllabus" 
(2021). Faculty and Staff Publications – Milner Library. 134. 
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/fpml/134 
This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Milner Library at ISU ReD: Research and eData. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in Faculty and Staff Publications – Milner Library by an authorized administrator 
of ISU ReD: Research and eData. For more information, please contact ISUReD@ilstu.edu. 
TURNING THE KEY: UNLOCKING 
LIBRARY SUPPORT THROUGH THE 
SYLLABUS
Mallory Jallas & Allison Rand
Milner Library, Illinois State University
	
		






• Mallory Jallas, she/her/hers
• Student Success Librarian
• Allison Rand, she/her/hers













• IDS 108: University Success Skills, 2 credit course, 4-6 sections a semester
• 12-16 first year students/section
• Select Course Goals:
• We will help you know the campus academic support resources services 
available to you and how (why) to use them
• We will help you build your academic skills















WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH A CLASS THAT WANTS 
LIBRARY CONTENT BUT DOESN’T HAVE 
A RESEARCH COMPONENT?
• Timeline of IDS 108 & library connections:
• Pre-Fall 2020:
• Most sections required students to complete Milner's self-guided library tour, iTour
• Some instructors would invite a librarian to class to provide instruction
• Fall 2020:
• Struggle to find footing for library instruction – new librarian, new curriculum coordinator, & 
pandemic
• Spring 2021:
• 4 IDS 108 sections scheduled library instruction


















USING THE SYLLABUS AS A LEARNING 
OBJECT
• Students will continue to encounter the syllabus throughout college
• Uncovering the hidden curriculum in academia















































• Nearpod: Interactive Powerpoint Presentation
• Student View (self-paced or live)
• Teacher View 
Nearpod builds in active learning and assessment














































F O R M A T I V E  
A S S E S S M E N T
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WHAT WORKED WELL
Nearpod Introducing the library
Giving students 
language for 




















Remember, the syllabus is not unique but 
your library is!
The last thing I want to mention is how you can incorporate this kind of activity. This is a 
great fit for first year seminar classes, which is what we used it for, but also for orientation 
sessions or transfer orientations, or any time when you’re asked to give an “into to the 
library” when the class doesn’t have a research assignment. We found it to be a valuable 
exercise for helping to create mental connections from what students see in class to what 
is available in the library.
And even though the syllabus may not necessarily be a unique document or genre, your 
library is unique! We articulated the connections we thought were most valuable in our 
library right now, but those connections might be different in your library and might evolve 
over time, so it’s important to think about what you want to students to take away from 
this exercise.
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QUESTIONS?
Contact us:
mrjalla@ilstu.edu
arrand@ilstu.edu
That wraps up our presentation on using the syllabus as a learning object, are there any 
questions?
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